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Council and Assembly meetings: 

Council 6419 meetings: Second Thursday of every month, 6:30 p.m. There will be a General 

Membership meeting this Thursday, May 13 at 6:30 p.m. 

Assembly 1892 meetings: Third Thursday of every month.  Business meetings on odd months 

at 6:00 p.m. Social meetings on even months at 6:00 p.m. with no meeting in December.  

 

Put up Flag Holidays: Meet at Calvary Cemetery at 7:00 a.m. to raise the flags and 4:00 p.m. 

to lower them.  Cancelled in event of rain.   

May 31, 2021: Memorial Day 

June 14, 2021: Flag Day 

July 4, 2021: Independence Day 

September 6, 2021: Labor Day 

 

The following is from the Chaplain’s Report of May 2021; it was written by Father Tomasz 

Szopa.   

May 13, 2021 is 40th Anniversary of the Assassination Attempt on St. John Paul II:  

One of the chapels at the St. John Paul II Shrine in Kraków, Poland, 

is known as the American Chapel — so named because it was 

sponsored by donors from the United States. We can see there an 

image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas. But 

one especially unique relic in this chapel is the cassock that St. John 

Paul II wore when an assassin attempted to take his life on May 13, 

1981. In this white garment is a small hole surrounded by large 

patches of blood — the point where the assassin’s bullet hit. This 

year marks the 40th anniversary of these dramatic events. How are 

we to understand them today? First, perhaps we should focus not so 

much on the attack, but rather on the miraculous saving of St. John 

Paul II’s life. It is a more Christian perspective to focus on God’s 

grace and goodness, and not on evil.  
The cassock Pope John Paul II was wearing on May 13, 1981,  

is on display on the Saint John Paul II shrine in Krakow, Poland.   

 

 



As we know, the Holy Father was convinced that his life was spared thanks to the miraculous 

intervention of Our Lady of Fatima, whose feast day the Church celebrates May 13 — the same 

day he was attacked. One year later, after a successful recovery from the attack, John Paul II 

traveled to Fatima, Portugal to give thanks for her intercession in saving his life. According to 

the account of Cardinal Stanisław Dziwisz, personal secretary of St. John Paul II at the time, the 

would-be assassin, Mehmet Ali Ağca, was so surprised that his attempted murder proved 

unsuccessful that even he sensed that supernatural intervention was at play. St. John Paul II put 

it this way: “One hand pulled the trigger, and another guided the bullet.”  

The anniversary of the attack on St. John Paul II is therefore an opportunity to thank God and 

the Blessed Mother for the miraculous saving of the Polish pope, for his life and for the 

enormous spiritual heritage that he gave to the Church and the world. As we recall the events of 

May 13, 1981, we can also learn an invaluable lesson about forgiveness. Cardinal Dziwisz, who 

was an eyewitness to the attack, reported that as he accompanied St. John Paul II in the 

ambulance that fateful day, the pope forgave the assassin before losing consciousness, even 

though at that time he did not know the identity of his would-be assassin. In his first speech 

after returning from the hospital, St. John Paul II publicly stated that he had forgiven Ali Ağca. 

We know that he visited him twice in prison. Certainly, this is one of the features that should 

distinguish us Christians — the ability to forgive and reconcile, to show mercy to others as God, 

who is rich in mercy, does to us.  

Finally, recalling the attack on St. John Paul II is also an opportunity to learn how to experience 

suffering as a Christian. In the Letter of St. Paul to the Colossians, it reads, “Now I rejoice in 

my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of 

Christ on behalf of his body, which is the church,” (Col 1:24). Suffering was present in various 

ways throughout the life of Karol Wojtyła/John Paul II — the death of his parents and siblings, 

living through years of war and the German occupation, and living under the oppression of 

communism. The great physical pain this attack inflicted at the beginning of his pontificate was 

yet another chapter in the suffering of St. John Paul II’s life. But we know that suffering did not 

destroy him spiritually. On the contrary, thanks to the fact that he experienced it in union with 

the suffering Christ, it had a salvific value in accordance with the words of St. Paul. St. John 

Paul II offered the suffering from his wounds for the Church and for the whole world. Although 

it is not easy and requires a certain spiritual maturity, such a way of experiencing pain and 

suffering is possible for each one of us who are baptized. Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us! St. 

John Paul II, pray for us!  

 

FATHER TOMASZ SZOPA is a custodian of the St. John Paul II Shrine in Kraków and 

President of the John Paul II Center in Kraków. He previously served as the personal secretary 

of Cardinal Stanisław Dziwisz, then Archbishop of Kraków, and as chancellor of the 

Archdiocese of Kraków Curia. 

 

Happy Birthday!  Birthdays this month:  

Mark Rima: May 5 

David Bird: May 6 

D Patrick Gallaher: May 7 

Joseph Schneider: May 7 



Matthew White: May 7 

Gregory Rossini: May 10 

Ronald Zlotnik: May 10 

Steve Gallimore: May 11 

Phillip Shields: May 11 

Blake Lockwood: May 14 

Don Sluyter: May 14 

Thomas Esquire: May 16 

Joseph Volpert: May 16 

David Peterson: May 18 

Merlin Retzlaff: May 19 

Dr. Daron Praetzel: May 21 

David Hafer: May 22 

Jose Deciderio: May 23 

George Meggers: May 24 

Stephen Stoddard: May 26 

Father Michael Johns: May 28 

John Benson: May 31 

 

How you can HELP! 

• To help with flags, show up at 7:00 a.m. sharp at Calvary Cemetery on Greenwood 

Avenue.  It only takes about 10 minutes to put up 24 American flags to celebrate the 

holiday.  For information, call Don Sass 767-2780 or Joe Kanopsic 262-5829. 

• To help with Exemplification teams, call Larry Nieman 520-1300, Newton White 622-

0191 or Joe Kanopsic 262-5829. 

• To assist with any part of the Rummage Sales, call Jim Lockwood 282-7027. 

• To assist with Corporate Communion at St. John’s, call Kevin Touhy 752-2509.   

• To assist with Corporate Communion at St. Mary’s, call Charlie Cook 262-5413 or Andy 

Anderson 425-9368.  


